


Q. POPE PIUS X1

-
Noes the Roman Catholic Church approve

I May 1934, Pope Plus X1 declared char
of organ and tissue denation? ¥ i

“A person may will o dispose of his body and
A' to desting it 1o ends that are useful, morally
’ irreproachable and even noble, amang them
Yew, the Catholic Choareh regards donatinn
as helng an act of chariey, fraternal love and
sellosacsilive. -rlllll.llt.llil.l. are ethivally aml

the degire o ald the gick and suffering...this
decision should not be condemned but
positively justified.”

morally acceptable 1o the Vatican,

CWEBRVIEW

As medical science |'|=|Fs to advance
lrﬂl‘l!FI:ll'lla‘tllrJl'l I.H_'I'II'IIII.'II.IHI the numl‘!cr of
Americane avaiting rraneplanis hae sl
aceelerated, Sinteen Americans die each day
because of the critical shortage of organs.

Recognizing the desperate need o save lives,
the Roman Catholic Church has long
supportcd organ and tissue donation. In this
context, donation i séen ik in opportunity lor
individuals 1o foster o culwre that values life.

Cathalisism maintains that organ and tissuc
shrrpation allows an bndividual die reedom w
bestow on others the most valuable gilt of all,
the gift of life

While donation is viewed as being “a genuine
act of lewe " the Varican clearly Stares thar
must be performed in an ethically acceprable
manner. As such, denation may net
commercialize human organs or consider
them ac items of exchange or rade.

POPE JOHN PAUL 11

[ Augiist 2000, Papé Jahn Paul 11wl
attenderss at the International Congress on
Tm:n'lp!arll.: 13 ] an.c:

“Transplants are a great step forward in

science’s service of man, and not a few people
today vwe their lives w an LHgan l.|q||n.'|_|'.¢|||l..
Increasingly, the technique of transplants has
proven fo be 8 valid means of atiaining the
primary goal of all medicine — the service of
human life.... There is a need o instill in
peoples hearts, eapecially in the hearts of the
young, 8 genuing and decp appreciation of
the aced lor h'fillfu':rly IIJVI:.. o love tl'lu.E can
find exprescion in the decision to hecome an
argan donnr”

e wagy wf murlsring e gevuier cullure of ffe o the

dowattion of enais, pedfermed in an dtlbically
acceplable maner, with o v to offering il iteel]
tir the sick wihn snmetimes henve mo ather hape ™
— Pape John Paul 1],
Evangslium Viee Mo, B4



EDWARD CARDINAL EGAN,

ARCHRBISHOP OF NFW YORK

In the summer of 2001, in an article written
f_nr the New York Crrgan Danor Network,
Cardinal Egan wrote:

"The commitment of onc peron to give the
gift of life to another mirmors an essential
foundation upon which the teachings of
Chrict are hawed A Saint lohn telle e

For Crod so lopad the morld, that be gane His anly
Fxﬁlnl‘lrn S, that inhovrer helirpth i Him, ghopld

il frertsl el boree poeelasting dile [ Jaboe 1006)

By knowingly choosing the donation of
ane'’s hoalily argans, one is acting as Christ
would act — giving life to humanity."

i ds for the hetterment af bumanity, for the lone of s’
[Tellus Yimcrie brimas, thai erden donation is andsriaken
Chie of the mest powerful ways for individuals to
demimistrale J:rr.lr_fw ther mr._q’]'rbnr 15 ]1] mqklu_q il
sreformed decision o be an organ damor”

— Cardimal Edvard Egan,
Archhishop of New Yark,
Summer 2001,

PASS

ITON

ENROLL IN THE NEW YORK
STATE ORGAN AND TISSUE
CHONOE, REGIS TRY

By enrolling in the Mew York State Organ
ard Thssue Donor Reglsery, vou can make a
difference, You can make the decision that
upan your death you \.w“ n'rug "q'hw; “|ﬂ Qf
lile" We ask that you be a proponent of

lin the words of Pape lahn Paul 111 a “culture
of life.”

The registey |5 & confidential database
adminictered by the Mew Yark State Department
of Health. It declares vour intent o donate
waur srgans and tissues after vour death,

[t will ensure that vour wishes to become a
donor will be honored by family members
and health care Fll'l:lh'r-l:lul:ﬁ

Signing the registry is only the first sep.
Becaise tamuly condent s rerquested by the
Mew York Crgan Donor Metwork from the
patient's next-of-kin in the case of a poential
argan or tssue donation, we urge yo o
discuss vour decision with your close family

members,

Flease fill out the enrollment form an the
reverse side and mail it in. Thank yvou.



NEW YORE STATE ORGAN AND
TISSUE DONOR REGISTRY

ENROLLMENT FORM

T ragidter, pladde complete and mail thia
enrollment form in a scaled envelope to;

Y Onggant vl Tiswaae oo Regintp
I Yirk Chrgam Danor Panairk

475 Riverside Drive, Sudte 1244

New York, NY 10115

PLEASL FRINT

DATE. i {

Y digit Mator Vehicle license ar non license 10

Lt Mame:

First Mame: MI__

Phaee wal Wisili 4/
Yo || Male || Female
Height: __ feet __ inches
Eye Colon
Address:

City, State:
Zip. —

Twish fo be listed im the News York State Oirgien andd Tissue
[henne Rpgierry mainpived by sl Seate Diparemen af
Hialth 12 record sy et 1o desirte iy ordani ard tiisie
ire the ment af my deatls, | mithorize the State Diepartment of
Health 1 share this informtion with federally rfulated
organ procwseiment ongarzations and New Yok State
lievmurad ervwar bk arnd il 2 the sime of my drath

Signature Clizoin

WHAT THF CATHOLIC
CHURCH HAS TO SAY
ABOUT...

#FREEDOM TO CHOOSE DONATION
Individuals may choose whether o be
an organ or tissue donor. The free and
informed consent of the donor or the donors
family is imperative,

4 SAVING THE LIFE OF THE PATIENT
Donation cannot endanger the donors own
life. Organs and tissues should be removed
only when there is sulficient reason to justify
such an action, Tu avoid conllive of inwere,
the patient's doctor(s) should be distinct from
the transplant team.

$BRAIN DEATH
The “complete and irreversible cessation of
all brain activity, if rigorously applied”
15 an :u;l::ptnmq upprnal;h to ascertaming
deatls (i Fanl, 11, Augarint 28, 9000) Deails
of the whole brain must be established with
medical certainty

S TRANSPLANT WAITING LIST
Wha should have priority in r:gard; to organ
fransplantation st be hased solely on
medical factors and not on such discriminatory
considerations as age, sex, race, religion, social
standing or similar standards.

?‘I,IVEN(G PXOINATION
“The iransplantation from living donors is
marally permissible when the anticipated
benclit to the recipicnt is proportionate 1o the
harm done w the donor, provided the loss of
such organis) does not deprive the donor of life
el [ e ol e Gt dtegraty af Tie by
(The United Skates Bishops Gﬂﬂffl'flwi. 19771

New York
Donor

Netwrk e

The New York Organ Donor Network is
the federally-designated nonprofit organ
PO gl in e € et
Mew York metropolitan arca, serving

12 million people.

The Danor Metwork 15 dedicated to the
recavery of suitable organs and tissue for
people in need of transplants and 1o assure
that famili=s are offered the apton of
donation with respect and compassion, We
are committed 1o the creation of a greater
awareness and understanding among health
care protessionals and the commumnity, o
ensure that families are able to make an
'mfnrm:d c[ccision aboul th: |if¢—saving
benetits of ongan and tissue danarion.

475 Rlverslde Drive, Sulte 1244
Mew York, NY 101151244
Phone: 212-870-2240
24 Hour Referral Line/Public Information;
BOO-GIFT-4-MY
Fax: 212-870-3299
Web site: www.nyodn.org

By lwowingly chansing the dorations of ane's bodity

organs, e is acting as Christ would act — giving
]:'fr to buman ity i

Edward Cardinal Egan, Summer 21



